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2010 IMPACT AWARD NOMINEES

Note:  Descriptions below were taken from nomination forms
Congratulations to all of this year's nominees!
Category: Under $20,000 (Funding was provided between 2007 and 2009)
Recipient

Funder:
Allegany Franciscan Ministries – Miami-Dade Region
Funded Organization:
Restaurant Opportunities Centers United

Amount:
$5,000 for one year
Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Funding allowed Restaurant Opportunities Centers United (ROC-Miami) to conduct a comprehensive survey project – training and stipending low-wage workers to conduct 500 surveys of their fellow workers in the restaurant industry – to understand the needs and concerns of low-wage restaurant workers in Miami-Dade County, particularly their health needs and work conditions, in order to develop adequate programs to address them. Survey results showed that 90% of all restaurant workers in the county did not have access to benefits such as health insurance and paid sick days, resulting in over 75% of all workers reported having to work while sick. As a direct result of this research, ROC-Miami is devising a national restaurant workers’ low-cost health insurance plan for its 5000 members around the country. Worker-leaders who conducted surveys of their fellow workers formed a ROC-Miami Policy Committee and are launching a policy campaign to educate policymakers, press, and the public about the need for paid sick days. In addition, ROC-Miami is launching a peer education program to train restaurant workers on occupational safety and health issues as well as offering advanced customer service classes to help low-wage workers advance to living-wage jobs in the industry.
Other Nominees

Funder: 
Allegany Franciscan Ministries – Miami-Dade Region
Funded Organization:
Good News Care Center

Amount: 
$5,000 for one year
Geographic Area: 
Miami-Dade County
Impact: 
Funding supported diabetes education for 300 uninsured patients of the Good News Care Center clinic, resulting in improved outcomes for over 95% of the patients attending classes. The classes educated mostly newly diagnosed diabetic patients in understanding this disease, the important role diet and exercise play in maintaining  adequate blood sugar control, and the essential need for compliance with medication and treatment protocols for sustaining health and quality of life. Clinic outcome studies show that those attending classes improved in knowledge, weight reduction, and blood sugar control, with many having reduced their HbA1c blood sugar results to pre-diabetic levels. This program revealed how essential health education is as a component of care for increasing the efficacy of all other testing and treatment in producing good outcomes.
Funder: 
Allegany Franciscan Ministries – Miami-Dade Region

Funded Organization:
The Key Clubhouse

Amount:
$5,000 for one year
Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Funding provided capacity building dollars for this grassroots organization to establish a "Clubhouse" for those suffering from serious mental illness following the International Center for Clubhouse Development model. The Key Clubhouse was able to speed up the process of receiving its 501(c)(3) status, allowing it to apply to several other foundations for grants. Within a year, the organization leveraged Allegany's support to raise more than $125,000  and received a contract with the Department of Children and Families to begin the Clubhouse. Outreach efforts funded by the grant have generated a mailing list of more than 520 individuals interested in the Key Clubhouse. The list includes consumers living with serious mental illness, family members, professionals in the mental health community, judges, attorneys and many others. It also includes a waiting list of 23 people who wish to be the first Key Clubhouse members. 

Funder: 
Alliance for Children and Families
Funded Organizations:
Alpert Jewish Family and Children’s Service

Amount:
$3,000 for one year
Geographic Area: 
Palm Beach County
Impact:
Funding was used specifically to design a peer counseling skills training within its existing Ambassadors Program, which engages Baby Boomers in promoting Aging-in-Place within older adult gated communities in Palm Beach County. During the grant, 30 Ambassadors completed the peer counseling skills training. Those who interacted with the peer counselor-trained Ambassadors benefited from their enhanced skills. These Ambassadors were able to build significant rapport and supportive relationships with the older adults they assisted while serving as liaisons to more formal services. As a result of this training, some Ambassadors designed and created a Planning Guide and Crisis Checklist to facilitate the process of aging-in-place.  

Funder: 
Office Depot Foundation
Funded Organization:
Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens
Amount:
$6,000 over two years

Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding went to the More Opportunities to Reach Youth program (M.O.R.Y.), which invites low-income youth to participate in The Morikami's Summer Tour-Plus program, a 2 ½-hour experience including a guided tour of the museum and exciting activities.  The interactive program introduces children ranging from kindergarten to high school age to the museum's Japanese art objects, artifacts and gardens. M.O.R.Y. has enhanced the educational and cultural opportunities for participating children by gaining awareness of another culture. The program is now being expanded to a year-round program, where Education staff can now bring our cultural activities to the underserved children of the greater Palm Beach County area.

Funder:
The Wasie Foundation

Funded Organization:
Rebuilding Together Broward County

Amount:
$1,250 for one year
Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact: 
Funding was given in the form of scholarships to allow the Executive Director of Rebuilding Together Broward County to attend several capacity building seminars and trainings including three courses offered by the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University as well as to participate in the Leadership Fort Lauderdale program. These events strengthened leadership in the organization as a whole. These experiences also provided opportunities for Rebuilding Together Broward County to engage with other nonprofits to work collectively and share resources to address common issues and concerns. In addition, the Board of Directors has become more knowledgeable in matters of nonprofit governance, which has subsequently increased the efficiency of the Board and the Executive Director. 

Category: $20,000 - $100,000 (Funding was provided between 2007 and 2009)

Recipient

Funder: 


The Able Trust
Funded Organization:

Center for Independent Living of South Florida

Amount:


$50,000 for one year
Geographic Area:

Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Funding supported INVEST (Innovate & Navigate Veterans’ Employment via Support & Training) that assists veterans with disabilities in gaining skills and finding employment. Though the program proposed to serve 20 veterans in the first year, 137 veterans received services, indicating a much greater need than originally anticipated. Services provided during year-one included employment help, housing, training, and food sources for veterans on a consistent basis. Other services provided during year-one included ensuring access to health care (medical and dental care, substance abuse/addiction treatment) and transportation. To date, 33 veterans with disabilities are now competitively employed full-time, which is more than twice the expected number.
Finalist

Funder:
The Jim Moran Foundation
Funded Organization:
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Broward

Amount:
$85,000 for one year

Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact:
Funding supported Inspire Within, a mentoring program that helps young adults who have aged out or are about to age out of foster care to realize their full ability to become confident, self-sufficient adults. Through this funding, more than 60 teens and young adults were provided with mentors who helped them to learn independence and develop crucial life skills that allow these youths to grow and mature into adulthood. In addition, the mentors also provided the positive adult guidance and friendship that is paramount to the successful development of every child. Through this funding, 72% reported increased self-confidence, 72% improved academically, 80% identified independent living arrangements post-emancipation, and 56% reported an improved sense of future (including socially acceptable behavior, continuing education and securing living arrangements).
Other Nominees

Funder:



A.D. Henderson Foundation
Funded Organization:

Art and Culture Center of Hollywood

Amount:


$49,740 for one year

Geographic Area:

Broward County

Impact:
Funding was awarded to make technological upgrades to the Center’s Website, particularly in the area of meeting the needs of educators, parents, students, and the general public with its growing educational programming. A new, interactive, 24/7 layer allows teachers, students, parents and other constituents to sign up for all the Center’s education programs and services online. Another benefit of the new system is the ability to catalogue individual files of supporters to create a donor database that incorporates the historical data of past interactions with the Center. This allows the organization to track constituents and learn more about its audiences.
Funder:



Allegany Franciscan Ministries – Miami-Dade Region

Funded Organization:

Guardianship Program of Dade County

Amount:


$100,000 for one year
Geographic Area:

Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Funding was given to upgrade and redesign the software system used by the Guardianship Program to perform all of the functions of the Public Guardian. The organization was able to migrate to a new Guardian Management System (GMS) that was created for use with its Oracle database and allows all users, including auditors from the State, County and others, to access various aspects of the system easily and efficiently. The new system has allowed the agency to greatly reduce yearly IT expenses by $20,000-$25,000. Faster manipulation within the system has allowed case managers to spend less time on documentation and more time with their wards in the field for an estimated time savings of $50,000-75,000 annually. 
Funder:



Allegany Franciscan Ministries – Miami-Dade Region
Funded Organization:

Spectrum Programs

Amount:


$100,000 for one year
Geographic Area:

Miami-Dade County

Impact:
This capacity-building grant helped support an existing partnership with Miami Behavioral Health Center to build a comprehensive, behavioral-health-centered, behavioral and physical health treatment continuum in Miami-Dade County. As  a result, the partnership achieved a continuously improving system of care that advances the overall health and well being of those most in need of comprehensive and integrated behavioral and physical healthcare and who most experience difficulty accessing appropriate care. The integrated approach makes the processes and procedures of behavioral and physical health treatment more effective, the timelines to improved health and well being shorter, and the gains more sustainable, substantially reducing the catastrophic personal, family, and societal consequences of historically disaggregated treatment approaches.
Funder:



American Express Corporation
Funded Organization:

Junior Achievement of South Florida

Amount:


$50,000 for one year
Geographic Area:

Broward and Palm Beach counties
Impact:
Funding supported an overhaul of Junior Achievement's volunteer program and helped recruit the required 60+ daily volunteers to run its student-based programs. As a result of the funding, Junior Achievement was able to fund a dedicated position to recruit, train, recognize, and retain volunteers, utilizing the services of approximately 3,000 in the past year. The organization was also able to ensure the quality of its education programs offered to students because of these volunteers who were on site and trained to facilitate the program properly.  Because of this grant, the organization as a whole became more streamlined, efficient, and increased quality of service for both volunteers and students.
Funder:



The Blue Foundation for a Healthy Florida

Funded Organization:

Ann Storck Center

Amount:


$100,000

Geographic Area:

Broward County

Impact:
Funding was given in the form of The Blue Foundation's 2009 Sapphire Award in recognition of the Ann Storck Center’s excellence among programs that create a significant positive impact on health-related outcomes for the state’s at-risk people and communities. The Center provides an array of prescriptive and comprehensive services to children and adults with severe and multiple developmental disabilities. Through its specialized residential services, Developmental Training Program, award-winning Expressive Arts Program, and its Preschool Early Intervention Program, the Center impacts the lives of over 300 children and adults on a daily basis. The $100,000 gift directly benefited the Center’s program participants, programs and services.

Funder: 


Burger King Corporation
Funded Organization:

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Miami

Amount:


$55,000 over three years

Geographic Area:

Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Funding supported and expanded the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Miami School-to-Work Program. This program provides at-risk high school students with a roadmap to the future by showing them that through education and relationships with people in the business community they can have opportunities for career, family and social success. The program has helped raise academic achievement, graduation rates and given participants greater options. It has also helped to provide businesses with competent, capable recruits who understand what it takes to succeed.  To date, approximately 65 students have been employed at Burger King restaurants and 15 students are on track to receive post-secondary scholarships from participating corporate partners.  School-to-Work is now an effective “bridge” to employment and post-secondary education for the students. The new dimension School-to-Work brings is its effectiveness as an innovative tool to address poverty, unemployment, and the increasing number of high school dropouts.
Funder:
Gordon Family Foundation
Funded Organization:
HospiceCare of Southeast Florida

Amount:
$20,000 over two years

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County, Broward and Monroe Counties

Impact:
Funding was awarded for a pediatric initiative, TiLLi Kids which aims to maximize the quality of life for children diagnosed with a terminal illness or a life limiting illness (TiLLi) and seeks to improve the overall pediatric system of care for children with chronic illnesses. The Gordon Family Foundation recognized the potential of TiLLi Kids to improve the overall system of care for children living with chronic illnesses and was the first substantial contribution for TiLLi Kids services. This funding has helped drive the growth and success of this important service by allowing HospiceCare to leverage support from other foundations and private donors to expand the program to Broward and Monroe Counties. 
Funder:
The Jim Moran Foundation
Funded Organization:
Jewish Adoption and Foster Care Options (JAFCO)

Amount:
$30,000 for one year

Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact:
Funding supported the JAFCO Independent Living Program, which serves children residing in the JAFCO Group Home Program and in JAFCO foster or adoptive homes, ages 15 to 21. The goal of this program is to assist clients with the development of important skills to prepare them for the transition from foster care to independent living. Specifically, funding was given to help support the Life Coach position. The Life Coach coordinates Independent Living services for children who are facing “aging out” of the foster care system. Through this grant, the JAFCO Independent Living Program was able to provide quality services such as affordable transitional housing, financial and educational support, life skills training, therapy, and case management, which gave these youth the necessary tools to aid in their transition into independence. 

Funder:
Larry Pimental
Funded Organization:
Children’s Bereavement Center

Amount:


More than $20,000 in cash plus in-kind donations over two years
Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County
Impact:
Grants provided general support to assure the organization’s ability to provide services by allowing the Children’s Bereavement Center to concentrate on helping grieving families rather than spending the majority of staff time on raising money to support the programs. As President and CEO of Azamara Club Cruises, Mr. Pimental underwrote a fundraiser on a donated SeaDream cruise, which  raised an additional $86,000 for the Center. As a result of this support, the Center was able to expand its program services to more families despite the difficult economic climate.
Funder:



Lost Tree Village Charitable Foundation

Funded Organization:

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies of Palm Beach County

Amount:


$85,000

Geographic Area:

Palm Beach County

Impact:
This capacity building funding helped Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies afford the purchase, installation and maintenance of its new telephone system, which allows external clients as well as in-house employees to communicate seamlessly between six office locations throughout Palm Beach County. The new system has improved organizational efficiency, positively affecting clients and staff. It has improved clients’ calling experience with direct dial into specific phones, ability to be transferred to different offices, faster returned phone calls, and a comprehensive voicemail system. The new system also allows for total intra-organization communication among all offices, internet/text mail options for efficient client management, and ability to reach employees at multiply offices with extension only.
Funder:



Lost Tree Village Charitable Foundation

Funded Organization:
Palm Beach Habilitation Center

Amount:
$22,283 for one year

Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding helped underwrite the purchase and installation of hurricane-rated windows and accordion shutters in the Administrative and Work Productions buildings. As a result, Palm Beach Habilitation Center was able to secure a “Center command center” in the event of a hurricane and helped minimize hurricane preparation time, enabling staff more time ensure the safety of the Center’s clients. The project also secured the Administrative Building so it can be used as a hurricane shelter for staff members and their families.

Funder:
Peacock Foundation
Funded Organization:
Jewish Community Services of South Florida

Amount: 
$70,000

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact: 
Funding supported the Senior Meals Program providing emergency meals for a short-period of time for elderly, homebound clients who either return to full independence or those who do not recuperate, consequently requiring more long-term support from permanent funding sources. Ensuring adequate food and nutrition is essential to the prevention or delay of chronic disease and disease-related disabilities among seniors. By helping to improve the nutritional status of these clients, Jewish Community Services was able to reduce the number of incidents that result in emergent situations, hospitalizations and institutionalization. 
Funder: 
Sun-Sentinel Children's Fund

Funded Organization:
Caridad Center

Amount:
$35,000

Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding helped provide critical access to medical and dental services to a vulnerable population of uninsured or underinsured. In 2009 there were 4,286 pediatric medical and dental patient visits handled through the Caridad Health Clinic. In the dental clinic 900 children were provided with dental screenings including an exam, X-rays, and fluoride treatment; 1,800 children received dental procedures, including cleanings, fillings, and tooth extractions; 800 children were provided with oral hygiene supplies including toothbrush, toothpaste, and dental floss kits. Caridad estimates that it saves local taxpayers/hospitals $5 million a year in uncompensated care that would otherwise be treated at emergency rooms. 
Category: $100,001 - $500,000 (Funding was provided between 2007 and 2009)

Recipients (Three-way Tie)

Funder:



Allegany Franciscan Ministries – Palm Beach Region
Funded Organization:

Intercultural Family Health Education Center

Amount:


$165,000 for one year
Geographic Area:

Palm Beach County

Impact: 
Funding supported the Keep Haitians Healthy/Kimbe Ayisyen an Sante project, a health education program that coordinated four levels of support for uninsured Haitian adults and families: community outreach, health literacy, health navigation, and disease management while addressing issues of cultural beliefs and values in health care encounters. A primary endeavor of the project was to find a Medical Home for uninsured Haitians. At the completion of the program, over 70% of participants were assigned a medical home, over 50% of participants stated they were exercising at least three times a week, over 50% showed an improvement of 10% or more in blood pressure and blood sugar levels, and at least 40% of participants who were uninsured were enrolled in Prescription Assistance Program. The Haitian community is largely unaware of the technical aspect of health and disease so familiar to many Americans, but this project was able to close the health gap for the Haitians served.
Funders: 
The Children’s Trust and Allegany Franciscan Ministries - Miami-Dade Region
Funded Organization:
Human Services Coalition

Amount:
$290,000 over two and a half years
Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Funding went to the Public Allies Program whose mission is to support diverse young leaders in order to strengthen communities and nonprofits, engage in civic participation, and create a cadre of future nonprofit leaders. Public Allies were placed at local nonprofit organizations where they created, improved and expand services with measurable results unique to each agency The funding has enabled Human Services Coalition (HSC) to build a solid framework for its Neighborhood Leadership Program (where two of its Public Allies are placed), which has also been tremendously important to the overall development of HSC’s civic education and civic change capacity. Thanks to this funding, HSC is now positioned to provide training and support on a customized basis to groups throughout the county, helping countless more to become active in the transformation of their neighborhoods and actors for positive social and economic change. In addition, each Public Ally has greatly impacted the agency where they were placed, so much so that several were hired directly by the agencies. Due to the success of this program in its first two years, HSC was awarded 15 more Public Allies to expand its efforts.
Funder: 


The Wolens Family Foundation
Funded Organization:

Hospice by the Sea

Amount:


$115,000 over three years

Geographic Area:

Broward and Palm Beach Counties

Impact:
Funding went to develop a comprehensive educational program for family caregivers to honor the memory of Jerome Wolens' wife and as a dedication to her wonderful caregivers. The Sylvia Wolens Caregiver Educational Program offers printed materials, educational workshops, a step-by-step video program, and demonstrations in the basic tasks and techniques associated with care of a progressively ill individual at home. Information is also provided on community resources for caregivers; complementary and holistic therapies for patient care and self-care; and resources for stress reduction. Caregivers who participated in the educational component of the program reported: an increase in their knowledge and understanding of caregiving processes and techniques; an improvement in symptoms of stress, anxiety, and depression; and an improved feeling of well being, improved quality of life, and improved health status. Caregivers who participated in the complementary therapies program reported using the concepts and practices for self-care and improved physical and emotional symptoms. Caregivers who participated in caregiver support groups reported an improved sense of support and reduced stress, anxiety and depression as a result of making connections with other caregivers. In addition to support from the foundation, a letter from Mr. Wolens was used to leverage this funding. In response to this direct mail appeal, 1,320 donors contributed an additional $106,890 to the organization. 
Other Nominees

Funder:
Addison Hines Charitable Trust
 


Funded Organization:
Alzheimer's Community Care

Amount:
$200,000 over two years

Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding was granted to establish the Addison Hines Charitable Trust Financial Assistance Fund, which enables low-income individuals with Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia disorder to participate in Specialized Alzheimer’s Day Care. This funding increased the quality of life for 42 families by providing patients with quality care and engaging activities shown to slow the progress of Alzheimer's while providing caregivers a respite from the constant physical and emotional stress of caring for a loved one affected by the disease.
Funder:
Comcast
Funded Organization:
Here’s Help

Amount:
$150,000 over three years

Geographic Area:
Broward, Miami-Dade and Monroe counties

Impact:

Funding supported the Alternative Therapies Program for 54 juvenile clients in the residential treatment program housed at the Here’s Help’s Opa Locka facility. Residential treatment is delivered in four-to-six months, and all juvenile clients completing residential treatment also complete the Computer Literacy, Arts Literacy, and Music Literacy components as part of their individualized treatment plan established at intake. Since establishing the Alternative Therapies Program, therapists have documented an increase in client retention, an increase in employability skills, an increase in self-efficacy, and improvements in academic achievement and overall rehabilitation. 

Funder:
Health Foundation of South Florida
Funded Organization:
North Broward Hospital District

Amount:
$249,861 over two years

Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact: 
Funding went to implement the Sickle Cell Day Treatment Center. The Center serves patients, 18-28 years old, living with sickle cell disease and assists them in sickle cell crisis management, and establishes a medical home. The goal of the program was to reduce inpatient hospitalization and Emergency Department visits for those with sickle cell disease. Sickle Cell Day Treatment Center has an increased continuity of care, which results in better management of sickle cell disease. The clinicians are able to develop a rapport with the patients and assist them in making healthy life choices to reduce the reoccurrence of sickle cell crisis. Prior to the funding of this initiative, if a patient was in sickle cell crisis, the only option available was the Emergency Department. The Center reduces the amount of time and money ($100 less per visit than the Emergency Department) patients spend in the hospital, treating the crisis immediately, allowing them to return home quicker and with their sickle cell crisis averted. Since the Sickle Cell Day Treatment Center opened it is estimated that 1,427 inpatient admissions have been avoided.
Funder:
Ryder Charitable Foundation
Funded Organization:
American Red Cross, National and Greater Miami and the Keys Chapter

Amount:
$334,000 for one year

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County and nationwide
Impact: 
Funding went to the American Red Cross Annual Disaster Giving Program. In addition to the funding, Ryder provided pro-bono consulting and training to the Red Cross in logistics and transportation management. The company also implemented a program available to all (approximately 700) local Red Cross chapters to obtain both commercial vehicle rentals and used vehicle sales at discounted rates from Ryder. Through financial support, vehicle donations, and volunteer time from employees, Ryder is helping to increase the efficiency, capacity, and cost effectiveness of American Red Cross operations so the organization can continue to prepare and respond quickly and effectively in times of disaster. 

Funder: 
United Way of Broward County
Funded Organization:
Schott Memorial Center

Amount: 
$118,400 over three years

Geographic Area: 
Broward County

Impact: 
Funding from the United Way of Broward County has made possible the employment of a licensed mental health counselor as case manager to help the Coordinated Services Team at Schott Communities provide an in-depth, coordinated approach to the delivery of social services for persons who are deaf or disabled. The team provided case management services to all clients seeking help in securing personal assistance through on-site programs or outside referrals, and in navigating the interface between State, County and local agencies. The program funded increased the well being of Schott’s clients by improving their level of functioning through problem resolution and need fulfillment. 
Funder:



United Way of Palm Beach County
Funded Organization:

Alpert Jewish Family & Children’s Service

Amount:


$112,200 over two years

Geographic Area:

Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding supported the LifePlanning program that brings both the aging and disability service systems together to increase the awareness of aging parents to engage in long-term planning for their adult disabled children. LifePlanning outcome data demonstrates that parents who participated in the program’s educational seminars are increasingly aware of the need to plan and have taken action in at least the initial stage of planning for their adult disabled child.
Funder:



Wachovia Wells Fargo Charitable Foundation
Funded Organization:

Early Learning Coalition of Broward County

Amount:


$145,000 over three years

Geographic Area:

Broward County
Impact:
Funding supported the Coalition’s School Readiness program, which provides financial assistance for early care and education programs to low-income families who are at or below 150% of the poverty level.  The Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation funding afforded 33 children entry into an early learning program so as to prepare them for successful entrance to kindergarten. Participation in high quality early care and education prior to kindergarten has been shown to greatly increase the likelihood that these children will experience educational and future success including higher levels of school achievement and better social adjustment.  Additionally, children who participate are more likely to graduate high school and qualify for better jobs, possibly breaking the cycle of poverty. Many of their parents were also given the opportunity to join the workforce while their children were in care.
Category: Over $500,000 (Funding was provided between 2007 and 2009)

Recipient

Funder:



Quantum Foundation

Funded Organization:

FoundCare Health Center

Amount:


$1.1 million over two years

Geographic Area:

Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding provided the initial seed money for FoundCare to serve as the first nonprofit, full service, comprehensive health center in Palm Beach County. The goal was for FoundCare to be the model for future centers and to eventually apply for Federally Qualified Health Center status when the Federal government announced its request for proposals. After opening just one year ago, more than 1,700 patients have benefited from its quality, comprehensive preventive and educational services.  FoundCare’s outreach is establishing long-term relationships with patients and their families, and targeting patients who formerly sought healthcare only when in acute crisis.  With support from Quantum, FoundCare Health Center promoted early awareness of health risks that occur more frequently in the target population and provided access to screening, early diagnosis and treatment. FoundCare Health Center has the capacity to see more than 10,000 patients per year when fully funded and operational.   
Other Nominees

Funder: 
The Blue Foundation for a Healthy Florida, The Children’s Trust, The Healthy Start Coalition of Miami-Dade, March of Dimes Foundation, South Florida Division, Miami-Dade County Health Department Women’s Health & Preventive Services, and Miami Dade County Department of Human Services
Funded Organization:
March of Dimes, South Florida Division

Amount: 
$511,193 for one year
Geographic Area: 
Miami-Dade County

Impact: 
Funding went to the MOMmobile, a mobile pre-natal clinic that provided care and referrals to approximately 2,000 predominantly low income expectant mothers yearly. Of the 112 birth outcomes available for MOMmobile clients as of May 2008, only 8 (7.1%) had negative outcomes. Of these, only 6 (5.4%) were low birth weight (under 2,500 grams), which is less than the County’s rate of 8.5% in 2006. Similarly, there were only 5 (4.5%) pre-term births (less than 37 weeks), which is also less than the County’s rate of 15.1% in 2006. There were no fetal deaths and no congenital anomalies.
Funder:



United Way of Broward County
Funded Organizations:
Broward County Housing Authority, Broward Housing Solutions, Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South Florida, First Call for Help, Hispanic Unity of Florida, Legal Aid Services of Broward County, Mount Bethal Human Services Corporation, The Pantry of Broward, The Salvation Army, The Shepard’s Way, and Urban League of Broward County

Amount:
$890,000 for one year

Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact:
Funding helped increase the amount of food available to food banks and provide assistance to families on the verge of homelessness. As a result of the grant, food banks were able to cooperate and bulk purchase food. The grant also provided funds for additional staff at the Broward County Housing Authority, Legal Aid, and Salvation Army to provide counseling about foreclosure prevention. As a result of these agencies being able to bulk purchase food for less money, they were better able to meet the increase in demand caused by the current recession. An estimated 3 million meals were provided that otherwise would not have been.

Category: Long-Term Funding (Funding provided for five years or more)

Recipient

Funder:



Ocean Bank
Funded Organization:

The Education Fund

Amount:


$2 million over 16 years

Geographic Area:

Miami-Dade County

Impact:
In the wake of Hurricane Andrew in 1992, funds from Ocean Bank enabled The Education Fund to establish the Ocean Bank Center for Educational Materials as a means of providing essential supplies to restore damaged classrooms and schools. What began as a short-term, crisis-driven initiative has evolved, nearly two decades later, into an ongoing solution for meeting the basic needs of students from predominantly low-income families. Since 1993, donated supplies have been distributed to a total of 15,500 teachers, reaching more than 500,000 students. Teachers are surveyed on each shopping visit, providing data on how the materials will be used and their satisfaction with the shopping experience. During the most recent surveys, 100% expressed an overall positive experience; 92% stated they felt the Ocean Bank Center made them feel more support as a teacher; and 73 percent of the respondents believed the additional resources provided by the Center had a positive impact on student literacy. 

Finalist

Funder: 



Comcast
Funded Organization:

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Miami

Amount:



$121,550 over four years 

Geographic Area:


Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Comcast provided core program support for targeted volunteer mentor and child recruiting, careful volunteer screening and matching as well as for Big Brothers Big Sisters to provide ongoing support for volunteers, children and families, insuring child safety. As a result of Comcast’s support, Big Brothers Big Sisters was able to significantly grow the number of children the organization is able to reach. Big Brothers Big Sisters experienced double digit growth in the program, reaching 2,250 one to one mentoring relationships and were on track to reach 5,000 as projected in its strategic plan. Harris Interactive conducted a study that found adults who were mentored as kids through Big Brothers Big Sisters are better educated and wealthier than those who were not part of the program. They also report strong relationships with their spouses, children and friends.

Other Nominees

Funder: 
A.D. Henderson Foundation
Funded Organization:
Inside Out Theatre Company

Amount: 
$50,820 over five years

Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact:
Funding supported after school programs to provide a high quality, after school arts program to students in underserved schools.  Youth, often considered at-risk, were given opportunities to participate in theatre, a positive outlet for self-expression and a way to constructively use their time, in order to help promote self-confidence, self-efficacy, responsibility, teamwork and compassion. The programs culminated in the performances of an original musical, written specifically for character education, for their peers at school and for their community. Participants routinely report that it “is the one thing they look forward to all week”, that it “improved their courage”, and “made them more confident”, while audiences write things like the shows “are the best they have ever seen”, or they “wish they could see more shows like that”, and “they learned so much.” Parents are consistently thankful for the experience their children have been given and for the opportunity it gave them to open up dialogue and communication with their children on such difficult topics.

Funder: 
Allegany Franciscan Ministries – Miami-Dade Region
Funded Organization:
Mercy Foundation

Amount: 
$480,000 over eight years

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Mercy Foundation's St. John Bosco Clinic serves those who are uninsured, undocumented, non-English speaking and fearful of established bureaucracies. If it were not for the clinic, these clients would be forced to use the emergency room as their primary source of health care.  With this funding, over 10,000 clients have been provided with health screenings, case management, diagnostic testing and chronic disease management. This represents a major savings to the healthcare system and the taxpayers in the community. 
Funder:
Children’s Services Council of Broward County
Funded Organization: 

HANDY

Amount:


$2,966,551 over five years
Geographic Area:

Broward County

Impact: 
Funding supported the LIFE (Life skills, Independent living, Foundation building, and Education/Employment) Program that is modeled on the research-based, holistic program to help youth develop the skills and abilities necessary so they transition successfully out of foster care and relative/non-relative care as productive, successful citizens. As a result of the funding, HANDY was able to expand the program beyond qualified Foster Care youth to abused, neglected, disadvantaged youth living with relative and non-relative caregivers who face the same challenges as those in foster care. Outcomes for LIFE youth include: 90% of LIFE youth remained in school and were promoted to the next grade, 100% of youth graduated high school, 100% of LIFE high school graduates went on to college/technical school.
Funder:



Children’s Services Council of Palm Beach County

Funded Organization:

Alpert Jewish Family and Children’s Service

Amount:


$389,595 over six years

Geographic Area:

Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding supported the Mentoring 4 Kids program, a culturally competent program designed to provide mentoring for children ages 6 to 14 living in single parent homes with same-sexed adult mentors. Through this funding, Alpert Jewish Family and Children’s Service was able to greatly increase the number of children matched with a mentor. Success as a result of the program is demonstrated by the mentee’s improved relationships, improved self-confidence, and improved performance in school settings. The funding has also provided resources to integrate additional pre and post outcome measures to evaluate the impact the program had on the child, the parent, and the mentor. With the increased enrollment of children needing mentors and the increase in the number of possible mentors, the organization was able to expand the clinical supervision and oversight of this program to continually assess if additional services are indicated and facilitate referrals if necessary.

Funder:



The Children’s Trust

Funded Organization:

Parent to Parent Miami

Amount:


$1,967,750 over five years

Geographic Area:

Miami-Dade County

Impact: 
Funding went to the Families Building a Community of Excellence through Support Training and Leadership Project, which supports activities in partnerships with the University of Miami Mailman Center for Child Development, Miami Children’s Hospital, UM/NSU CARD, Miami-Dade Community College, Florida International University, the Birth thru Two Programs, Foster Parent Association, Family Center for Child Enrichment and Kids Hope United. This partnership strives to increase family functioning and parenting practices to improve child health, school outcomes, and systems of care for children and youth with disabilities or special needs. During the past five years, the project has reached and served over 6,000 families. Over 85% of parents reported that the information provided had increased their knowledge and ability to make decisions about their child’s education. Those families receiving services from Parent to Parent of Miami who had a disagreement with the school or a critical issue that needed to be addressed were able to collaborate with school personnel to resolve the disagreement and improve the quality of their child’s special education services and accommodations
Funder: 



L. Powers
Funded Organization:

Dolphin Foundation

Amount:


$6,000 over six years

Geographic Area:

Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Funding supported the conservation of endangered sea turtles by encouraging environmental protections that allow them to successfully reproduce. As a result, endangered sea turtles on Miami Beach received a lighting ordinance that darkens the beaches for them to lay eggs, and the Miami Beach Sea Turtle Hatchery at Haulover Park was shut down. Dunes were also planted for sea turtles to have extra darkened coverage areas in highly-lit risk zones for them, and Sea Turtle Guidelines –  enforced by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission – were revised. Finally, sea-turtle nests on Miami Beach received marked off areas to protect them in public and to do hatchling counts as best as possible, and sea turtle walks have been initiated for public education.
Funder:



Peacock Foundation
Funded Organization:

YMCA of Greater Miami

Amount:


$107,400 over 36 years 

Geographic Area:

Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Since 1967, Peacock foundation has provided general support, scholarships, and targeted program grants to the YMCA of Greater Miami. As a result of Peacock Foundation’s most recent grant of $15,000, the Homestead and South Dade Family YMCAs were able to provide subsidized memberships to 41 low-income seniors and leverage funding from other sources to reach over 200 seniors.  The memberships provided gave these seniors the opportunity to regularly participate in the YMCA’s Active Older Adults program.  In 2009 the foundation implemented measures to prove success for the first time.  As a result the YMCA began to measure the senior’s progress in two areas. The first year results showed that 91% of seniors demonstrated an increase in their muscular strength. 
Funder:
Jeremy & Sharon Ring 


Funded Organization:
SUPERB (Students United with Parents and Educators to Resolve Bullying)

Amount:
$500,000 over six years

Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact:



Funding has supported SUPERB's ultimate goal to organize a revolutionary change in 

the way students, parents, educators and the community think about bullying and the long-term effect of social isolation. As a result, SUPERB was able to create its anti-bullying curriculum, a comprehensive program that is delivered in conjunction with the school day and in partnership with educators. The curriculum, reaching 9,000 children at 30 schools and youth organizations, is designed to teach positive leadership skills, collaboration, mutual respect toward one another and empathy in an effort to stop and prevent bullying.   
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