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DONORS FORUM OF SOUTH FLORIDA

2011 MAKING CONNECTIONS CONFERENCE
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2011 IMPACT AWARD RECIPIENTS AND FINALISTS!
FUNDING UNDER $35,000

AWARD RECIPIENT:
Funder:
Deloitte
Funded Organization:
College Summit

Amount:
$10,000 for one year

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Funding enabled Collect Summit Florida to recognize some of the lowest-performing schools in Miami-Dade with a “Deloitte Award” for achievement in building college-going culture. These schools used the cash award to purchase computers that their students now use to complete college and financial aid applications. Deloitte also provided in-kind services including technical support and volunteer expertise to build an innovative data “warehouse” that makes the collection and analysis of student milestone progress easier and more timely for educators and principals to use. Numerous Deloitte employees remained engaged with students in the College Summit program well beyond the end of their official volunteer engagement. In addition, Deloitte plays a key role in helping College Summit cultivate relationships with its stakeholders and influential community members, ensuring that College Summit remains poised to meet the expanding needs of its target population in Southern Florida. For the Class of 2009, 63% of College Summit’s Peer Leaders and 46% of College Summit participants (non-Peer Leaders) enrolled in college the fall after their high school graduation versus 23% of non-participants at the same high schools. 

FINALIST:
Funder:
Susan G. Komen for the Cure
Funded Organization:
Gilda’s Club South Florida

Amount:
$25,000 for one year

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade, Broward and Monroe Counties

Impact:
Funding supported an innovative African American Breast Cancer Prevention & Education Project. Breast Cancer is the second most common cause of death among African American women. The incidence of being diagnosed with breast cancer is 10% lower among African American women than white women and yet the mortality rate for African American women is 37% higher. Past attempts to engage African American women through outreach activities at faith-based institutions and healthcare facilities have met with limited success. One dynamic member of Gilda’s Club, an African American women and breast cancer survivor, volunteered to become a Member Advocate to help the organization engage women of color. The success of this innovative member advocate approach in engaging an at-risk population has not only altered the organization’s outreach methodology but also spread the message about breast cancer disparity across the community, ultimately saving lives. Through this program, Gilda’s Club has been able to educate more than 150 women of color about breast cancer prevention, screening, and treatment. 

FUNDING FROM $35,001 to $100,000

AWARD RECIPIENT:
Funder:
The Palm Beach County Cultural Council

Funded Organization:
Building Learning Communities Through Arts and Culture which supported Young Singers of the Palm Beaches, Resource Depot, Center for Creative Education, and Palm Beach Atlantic University School of Music and Fine Arts

Amount:
$87,500 over two years

Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding supported a countywide initiative -- the Building Learning Communities Through Arts and Culture (BLCTAC) -- to expand programs in the arts and cultural education in middle schools. Since art budgets are being slashed from public schools and art classes have been eliminated, this funding has restored arts learning in an innovative way. The initiative targets students and teachers by providing training and resources so that the middle school social studies curriculum is infused with arts education. This new experience for most teachers does not require additional time or costs to teach using the arts. They learn how to contact cultural organizations and teaching artists, and find lesson plans that integrate the arts into the subjects they already teach. 495 students received at least ten hours of focused arts integrated lesson plans and projects through BLCTAC.

FINALIST:
Funder:
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Funded Organization:

Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County

Amount:
$60,000 over three years

Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding supported outreach efforts of the Literacy Coalition. As the grant was not restrictive in how the funding could be spent, the Literacy Coalition was able to apply the funding to several programs that address its mission: community outreach efforts, literacy services for two family education programs in Belle Glade and Delray Beach, and the Workplace and Community Education program that provides instruction in the workplace or in neighborhood centers that are underserved by other adult education programs. The Literacy Coalition was able to connect 4,177 adults with the appropriate literacy programs; provided instruction 710 adults and 316 children in the two family education programs; and to 581 adults through the workplace and community education program. In addition, the Literacy Coalition trained 391 volunteers to be tutors for adult learners. With improved literacy skills, adults were able to obtain jobs or receive promotions; parents were able to help their children with homework and become more involved with their child’s education; preschool children gained the necessary school readiness skills; and elementary age children improved their grades and their reading skills. 

FUNDING FROM $101,000 to $500,000

AWARD RECIPIENT:
Funder:
Palm Healthcare Foundation
Funded Organization:
FAU, Christine E. Lynne College of Nursing

Amount:
$378,090 over two years

Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County

Impact:
Funding supported the Novice Nurse Leadership Institute (NNLI), an innovative, community-wide, nurse educator-practitioner collaboration designed to address two critical issues affecting the growing nursing shortage crisis: 1) the stressful transition between nursing education and entry-level practice that results in high levels of turnover for new nurses as they strive to function safely and effectively in the healthcare system; and 2) the need to develop the next generation of nurse leaders at all practice levels. Research has found that 30% of new nurses leave their first job within 12 months of practice and up to 57% leave within two years. Overall, the NNLI contributes to improved retention and leadership development of new nurses, higher quality patient care and enhanced workplace environments. More than 132 new nurses have participated in the collaborative program. Retention for those who participated in the NNLI is 100%. In addition, participation in the NNLI resulted in improved leadership skills; planning and evaluation of care abilities; involvement in the professional discipline; and leading care within a team. Over 35% of NNLI participants have returned to formal educational programs. Palm Healthcare Foundation remains actively involved in ongoing organizational partner meetings and program special events. 
FINALIST:
Funder:
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Funded Organization:
HANDY

Amount:
$200,000 over two years

Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact:
Funding from the Neighborhood Excellence Award program of the Bank of America Charitable Foundation provided support for HANDY to increase its organizational capacity by hiring its first Development Director, a new STARS for LIFE Coordinator, and covering indirect costs of providing services. HANDY’s new Director of Development has been working with the board of directors to create a development plan to increase funding from individuals, events, and corporations. The agency formed a new group of young professionals with the mission of engaging the next generation of South Florida’s leadership committed to HANDY’s future growth and success. To date, in-kind donations of goods and services for all programs has increased; marketing and branding of all materials has been updated (including a revised website and presence on Facebook), and the revenues of the annual Scholarship Breakfast doubled. The STARS for LIFE Coordinator helped HANDY to take over the STARS tutoring academy, expanding tutoring services already provided to LIFE program youth. In addition to financial support, Bank of America has been actively involved by attending HANDY educational and fundraising events. The bank’s Broward Senior Vice President of Corporate Social Responsibility now also serves on HANDY’s Board of Directors.
FUNDING OVER $500,000

AWARD RECIPIENT:
Funder:
Ryder Charitable Foundation
Funded Organization:
American Red Cross - National and Greater Miami and the Keys Chapter

Amount:
$736,000 over two years

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties

Impact:
Funding supported national and local disaster preparedness and response efforts, making Ryder the newest member of the American Red Cross Annual Disaster Giving Program. Ryder’s partnership is unique in terms of its scope in that they are leveraging the full resources of the company and its employees to assist the Red Cross in achieving its mission. This includes providing the business and professional expertise in transportation and logistics, donating a truck, and their employees’ time as volunteers as well as significant personal financial support beyond what the company provided. Ryder, the world's largest provider of integrated logistics and transportation solutions, is helping to increase the efficiency, capacity, and cost effectiveness of American Red Cross” operations so the organization can continue to prepare and respond quickly and effectively in times of disaster, both in Miami and across the country.
LONG-TERM FUNDING
AWARD RECIPIENT:
Funder:
Be A Star Foundation
Funded Organization:
Parent-Child Center

Amount:
Long-term funding

Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County

Impact:
The Be A Star Foundation has provided over $4,000,000 since 2004 to the Parent-Child Center’s Pediatric Oncology Support Team (POST) and Life Program which provide important services to children with cancer and other serious illnesses. Julie Healey, whose daughter was diagnosed with leukemia when she was four years old, founded The Be A Star Foundation to make a difference in the lives of local children and their families devastated by illness. Julie has become a true children’s advocate. The Be A Star Foundation’s ongoing support for POST and the Child Life Program has been vital to the nonprofit’s ability to provide services. Through Julie’s support, POST is helping over 100 families at a time whose children are on active treatment for cancer. In 2010 alone, the Child Life Program provided therapeutic support services to over 4,000 hospitalized children and their families. Over 300 families have been helped through their child’s cancer journey and thousands of hospitalized children have received services. 
FINALIST:
Funder:
Paul Palank Memorial Foundation
Funded Organization:
HANDY

Amount:
Long-term Funding

Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact:
The Paul Palank Memorial Foundation has provided $450,000 since 2002 to start and support the LIFE (Life skills, Independent living, Foundation building, and Education/Employment) Program, the first program of its kind in the State of Florida to serve dependency youth who did not qualify for Foster Care independent living programs. Thanks in part to this Foundation’s continued support, the program has grown from one full-time staff person to 13 full-time and 2 part-time staff. Over the past nine years, The Paul Palank Memorial Foundation has funded emergency food, clothing and housing, LIFE Program activities, purchase of a van, and program expansion. Since the LIFE Program began, HANDY has served 1,640 youth enabling them to transition out of the dependency system successfully.

