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2009 IMPACT AWARD RECIPIENTS AND FINALISTS
Category:  $25,000 and Under

Recipient:

Funder: 
Health Foundation of South Florida

Funded Organization:
Center for Independent Living of South Florida

Amount:
$10,000 

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact:
Support was provided to advocate for the reversal of Miami-Dade governmental policy so that emergency shelter access and care would become compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act, thereby appropriately meeting the needs of Miami-Dade persons with disabilities in emergency or disaster situations. As a result of the grant, the County has made numerous policy changes and equipment upgrades in addition to public outreach efforts to ensure the health and safety of disabled residents seeking emergency shelter assistance during a disaster.

Finalists:

Funder: 
Dade Community Foundation

Funded Organization:
American Heart Association
Amount:
$10,000
Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County
Impact: 
Funding was provided for The Search Your Heart program, a core curriculum on heart disease and stroke for African Americans, Hispanic and Creole-speaking seniors. The program raised the level of awareness for the prevention of heart disease and stroke for all participants, and participants now have an increased awareness of the link between risk factors (high cholesterol, diabetes and high blood pressure) and heart disease and stroke, enabling them to make better lifestyle choices to improve and/or maintain their heart health.  

Funder: 
Publix Supermarkets

Funded Organization:
Sun-Sentinel News in Education

Amount:
$18,000
Geographic Area:

Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties
Impact:


Funding allowed Sun Sentinel NIE to distribute 66,000 Reading for 





Touchdowns curriculum guides to Tri-County area 4th, 5th and 6th grades. 




Teachers were
provided a fun, interactive way to get their students to 




read more and encourage classroom spirit, through the classroom 





competition. Research has indicated that students involved in reading a 




newspaper have raised their test scores by 25% and many students 




learned that reading can be enjoyed as a hobby not just as part of 




homework.
Category: $25,001 - $100,000

Recipient:

Funder: 
The Jim Moran Foundation

Funded Organization:
Florida Rescue Center for Women and Children

Amount:
$30,000

Geographic Area:
Riviera Beach and West Palm Beach 

Impact:


Funding supported the RAVE (Response Against Violent Encounters) Project.  

This project was piloted in low-income neighborhoods with high rates of domestic violence in Riviera Beach and West Palm Beach to provide shelter and outreach to victims of domestic violence. Of the 259 individuals who participated in the program for one year, there was a 79% decrease in repeat domestic violence, proving that crisis intervention along with longer-term support can truly enable families to break the cycle of violence and move forward to independence and self-sufficiency.   
Finalists:

Funder: 
Kraft Foods


Funded Organization:
Family and Children Faith Coalition
Amount:
$75,000
Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County
Impact:


Funding was awarded to teach families with children in South Florida how 




to live a healthier lifestyle by eating healthier and increasing their exercise 




levels through the Salsa, Sabor y Salud program. As a result of the 





program, 100% of adult and child participants showed an improvement in 




knowledge of nutrition and exercise, adults improved their vegetable 




consumption by 60.5% and their fruit consumption by 41.25%, and families 




started eating smaller portions from the five different food groups as well 




as increasing their exercise levels.
Funder: 
United Way of Palm Beach County

Funded Organization:
Alpert Jewish Family & Children's Service
Amount:
$45,000
Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County
Impact:


Support went to LifePlanning, a program that brings both the aging and 

disability service systems together to increase the awareness of aging parents to engage in long-term planning for their adult disabled children. Outcome data demonstrates that parents who have participated in the program are increasingly aware of the need to plan and have taken action in at least the initial stage of planning for their adult disabled child.    
Category: $100,001 - $500,000

Recipient:

Funder:
Health Foundation of South Florida


Funded Organization:
The Education Fund



Amount:
$200,000

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact: 
Funding supported the Plant-A-Thousand Gardens Collaborative Nutrition Initiative (CNI), a student-centered, seed-to-table garden project in which 10 elementary schools planted, maintained and harvested vegetable and herb gardens over the course of an entire school year, while studying health and nutrition literacy, math, science, reading and other subjects through hands-on, collaborative learning.  The implementation of a systemic strategy to teach students healthy eating and nutrition literacy has set in motion a significant “trickle-up” effect, transforming the lifestyles of entire families, accustomed to unhealthy cooking and eating behaviors. Surveys show 88% of parents said they are preparing more healthy food this year than last, while 90% said their children request healthier food. Results show an 80% increase of children who report eating vegetables with dinner, a 50% decrease in ice cream and candy consumption, and 31% of students are frequenting fast-food chains less.
Finalists:

Funder:
The Children's Trust
 


Funded Organization:
YMCA of Greater Miami

Amount:
$175,000

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact:


Funding supported the YMCA Junior Marine Biology Camp, which uses a 




combination of innovative classroom instruction, and water and land 




activities to provide children from inner-city neighborhoods a first-hand 




experience with the marine world, while simultaneously strengthening 




math and science skills. As a result, 93% of the children increased their 




knowledge of marine science. Impressive gains were registered in other 




areas as well: 98% of participants who completed the Swimming Lesson 




Program improved their swimming skills and increased their knowledge of 




water safety, and Oral Reading Fluency increased by 84% with test scores 




increasing on average by 10.2 points.  
Funder: 
Palm Healthcare

Funded Organization:
FAU, Christine E. Lynn College of Nursing
Amount:
$395,000
Geographic Area:
Palm Beach County
Impact:


Funding was provided for the Novice Nurse Leadership Institute (NNLI), an 

innovative nurse educator-practitioner collaboration designed to help alleviate the intensifying nursing shortage. The retention rate of novice nurses in the program was 94% versus the 74% peer comparison rate, and 100% of participants improved their scores on a leadership tool.   
Category: Over $500,000

Recipient:
Funder: 
The Children's Trust

Funded Organization:
Justice & Security Strategies

Amount:
$999,847

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County
Impact:
Funding supported the “Service Network for Children of Inmates” which works to mitigate the trauma caused to children by their parent’s incarceration by seeking to ensure that these children are supported by responsible adults and helping professionals. With funding from the Children’s Trust, nine faith-, 
community- and professionally based organizations created an alliance that has helped foster a strong working relationship between the Miami-Dade County Department of Corrections and the Florida Department of Corrections to create critical links between the criminal justice and social services systems. It has also  educated the criminal justice system to include the needs of the children of incarcerated in its re-entry planning activities and developed specific needs and risk assessment tools to guide the creation of child specific case plans. In addition, the Service Network for Children of Inmates engaged community and faith-based agencies across the county to provide crisis intervention and ongoing support services to the children and their families. 
Finalist:

Funder: 
Joyce Stahl


Funded Organization:
Nutcracker of Key West
Amount:
$950,000
Geographic Area:
Monroe County
Impact:


Funding went to stage the production of Nutcracker of Key West. Support 

provided costumes, sets, and salaries for 19 dancers and a company choreographer. As a result, Nutcracker Key West has become one of the most significant cultural events in South Florida which is entirely conceived and produced in Monroe County.  The production played to capacity houses at the professionally equipped Tennessee Williams Theatre with eleven performances in 2007 and thirteen performances in 2008. The production also gave local children the chance to dance with professional ballet dancers from all over the country.
Category: Long-Term Funding

Recipient:

Funder: 
Health Foundation of South Florida

Funded Organization:
Community Partnership for Homeless

Amount:
$5,362,500 over 15 years

Geographic Area:
Miami-Dade County

Impact:


Long-term funding has supported the administration of an onsite health 




clinic at the Homeless Assistance Center in Downtown Miami. Nearly 100% 




of Miami-Dade's homeless population lacks quality affordable health 




care, and the vast majority is afflicted by medical conditions (high blood 




pressure/hypertension, diabetes, sexually transmitted infections, cardiac 




dysfunction and pulmonary complications) that could be controlled with 




proper health management and medication. Over the past 15 years, 




Health Foundation's support has enabled the clinic to provide 73,000 




medical assessments and health care interventions on homeless 





individuals delivered at the Miami Hope Clinic in Downtown Miami.  These 




interventions are estimated to have generated $20 million in savings in 




avoidable and preventable hospital admissions, directly benefiting the 




community. 

Finalists:

Funder: 
Health Foundation of South Florida

Funded Organization:
Open Door Health Center
Amount:
$2,062,593 over seven years
Geographic Area:
South Miami-Dade County
Impact:


Funding has supported operations for a free clinic to serve the uninsured 




poor living in South Miami-Dade County. A new model of healthcare 




services delivery, the “free clinic collaboration model" was used and 




included medical students trained on site to provide these needed 




services. Volunteer health care providers and the private, faith based, not 




for profit hospital network provide the much needed free secondary 




health care as well as diagnostic, therapeutic, and hospital services, all 




free of charge. This project has not only increased access to health care 




for the local uninsured population but has created a new National 




Model that is respected and replicated. Open Door Health Center has 




provided over $9 million in medical services to over 3,000 patients who 




have been able to call the clinic their “health care home”. The Center 




has also trained over 300 medical students on site. 

Funder:
Jeremy & Sharon Ring 


Funded Organization:
SUPERB (Students United with Parents and Educators to Resolve Bullying)

Amount:
$500,000 over six years

Geographic Area:
Broward County

Impact:


Long-term funding went to support SUPERB's ultimate goal to organize a 

revolutionary change in the way students, parents, educators and the community think about bullying and the long-term effect of social isolation. As a result, SUPERB was able to create its anti-bullying curriculum, a comprehensive program that is delivered in conjunction with the school day and in partnership with educators. The curriculum, reaching 6,720 children at 26 schools and youth organizations, is designed to teach positive leadership skills, collaboration, mutual respect towards each other and empathy in an effort to stop and prevent bullying.   
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